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RESUMO A pesquisa em torno de cartas e documentos, delineia questdes da atuagao dos artistas
internacionais Max Bill, Marcel Duchamp e do critico Léon Degand na formacio da cultura
moderna brasileira. A pesquisa sugere equivocos acerca desta historia como: a reputacao cons-
truida de Max Bill, a atuacdo do marchand e critico LLéon Degand e do curador e artista Marcel
Duchamp no Brasil. A renovacdo no meio artistico relegou as tradi¢des locais a um modelo
de provincianismo consagrando-as como nao negociaveis, colocando as categorias tradicionais
europeias como ferramentas para a pratica moderna nacional. A pesquisa busca uma metodologia

para ressignificar o entendimento do discurso sobre a arte moderna brasileira.

PALAVRAS-CHAVE Colecionismo no Brasil, questdes da estética brasileira, histéria de acervos
nacionais.

ABSTRACT The research around letters and documents outline the performance issues of inter-
national artists in Brazil as Max Bill, Marcel Duchamp, and critics as L.éon Degand who acted
in the formation of modern Brazilian culture. Research suggests some misconceptions about
this story as the reputation built by Max Bill, the role of art dealer and critic, Leon Degand
and curator and artist Marcel Duchamp. The renewal of the local artistic and folk Brazilian
traditions considered Brazilian art provincialiste and academic putting the European traditional
categories, such as tools for artistic practice. The research methodology seeks an understand-
ing and integration method of circulating today in the speech of Brazilian art, some excluded

dimensions of modern Brazilian art so as to include interests aspects of Brazilian modern art.
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